
SLO County Board of Supervisors

re:  8-6-13 Agenda Item #27 - Urgency Ordinance / Paso Robles Groundwater Basin

Of all the proposals placed before you regarding this emergency, there is one you must 
reject categorically, as un-American, anti-democratic, destructive and inefficient - a water 
district in which votes are apportioned based on the amount of acreage a property owner 
possesses.  As you know, this is the arrangement proposed by PRAAGS, an association 
composed primarily of owners of vast amounts of acreage, which would grant them 
overwhelming control over decision-making to the detriment of individual residential 
property owners.
Alternative water district arrangements are available, including those based on one-
person/one-vote and one-property-owner/one-vote.  Research is available indicating that 
such arrangements are more conservative of water resources and more economically 
efficient.  These arrangements are certainly much more democratic than the PRAAGS 
proposal.  If you consent to the PRAAGS water district proposal, basing votes on acreage 
ownership, you will be correctly identified as selling out the interests of residents to 
economic and ecological predators, and abandoning the majority of your constituents to 
ruin and subjugation.
In the event you decide to consider the PRAAGS water district proposal, you should direct 
county counsel and the planning department to conduct extensive comparative research into 
the various arrangements available, including one-person/one-vote, one-property-
owner/one-vote and acreage-ownership-vote methods.  Only after such analysis can you 
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render an adequate decision.
Based on the information currently available to you and the public, you must reject the 
PRAAGS water district proposal as a threat to equitable management of the Paso Robles 
Groundwater Basin.
David Broadwater
Atascadero
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Fw: Implementation of Urgency Ordinances
Cytasha Campa  to: cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder 08/05/2013 08:11 AM

Kindest regards,

Cytasha Campa
Board Secretary

Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo County

805-781-4335

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 08/05/2013 08:11 AM -----

From: "Kim Lachance" <luckydanes@sbcglobal.net>
To: <darnold@co.slo.ca.us>, <fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>, <ahill@co.slo.ca.us>, 

<bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>
Cc: <ccampa@co.slo.ca.us>
Date: 08/04/2013 08:18 PM
Subject: Implementation of Urgency Ordinances

Dear Supervisors and Clerk of the County Board of Supervisors,

 
I am begging you pleases to pass the most stringent restrictions possible to immediately address the 
shortage of water resources in the North County.  I'm also requesting that you also research the means 
for additional water to be brought to our county in the future.  We can no longer postpone action.  I've 
been attending water conservation meetings for the past 7 years.  To date, nothing has been enacted or 
done - only talk and rhetoric time after time, year after year. The powers that be have researched this 
situation to death and we the rural residents,  are now dying for lack of water.

 
Mr. Supervisor Mecham, you and I personally had this discussion almost ten years ago. It was the first 
time I heard the words that  you stated "Wars have been fought over water"  You shared your concerns at 
that time of  the limits of the Paso Robles Aquifer.  During these years since speaking with you,  I felt 
secure in knowing, and trusting, your position in providing for the safety of our water supply for years to 
come.  Supervisor Mecham, why then are we facing such dire conditions now?  This is not something that 
has just 'cropped up'.  

 
I have lived on my rural residential 10 acre property for almost 30 years.  I have photographs of the South 
East Paso/ Creston area taken from my perch on a hill of  sweeping views of this area where there wasn't  
a green spot to be seen as far as the eye can see (yes,  I have that unobstructed view  to see that 
distance) The only spot that was irrigated was the Bordenaro property where yes, he had, what today 
would be considered small amount of acreage irrigated for alfalfa off of Camp Eight Rd.  A very small 
operation.  Aside from that all of the rest of the land was barren.  Dry crop oat hay, barley, almonds, 
range land and horse property which wasn't irrigated either.   Now almost 30 years later the scene is 
nothing like it was. I am surrounded by and can see thousands of acres of irrigated vineyards.  I have 
seen Gallo Vineyard on numerous occasions utilize overhead rainbird sprinklers  in the mid day. (Please 
don't let anyone tell you these practices are only used for frost protection.  We've yet to have the need for 
frost protection in the middle of the afternoon in the month of July).  Just a short distance from Gallo is a 
new 700 acre vineyard where lakes have been dug that are slated to hoard 66 million gallons of water.  
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Really?  Is this fair?  The one with the most money wins?  This is my family home, it's losing it's value 
with each well that goes dry.  I had counted on this property that I worked some times two and three jobs 
at a time to pay for,  to be my legacy to my daughters Kelley and Michele.  

 
We can't even say that most of these irrigated crops bring dollars back to our community.  Most grapes,  
after being irrigated with Paso Aquifer water,  are hauled off in trucks to be processed in other areas.  In 
comparison to what we are losing,  the gains if any,  are minute. 

 
Please, for my family, and the thousands of other rural residential families,  make us your first 
consideration - not your last.

 
The only upside to this situation is that I pray much more frequently now. Each day when I turn on my tap 
and a stream of water comes from that faucet, I say a prayer of gratitude.

 
I trust you to make the hard decision to do the 'right thing'.

 
Since I'm still employed and working to pay my mortgage and taxes, I will not be in attendance at the 
public meeting. But know that I will be there in spirit and prayer that you move to protect my family and 
our right to our most precious resource - water.

 
Best Regards,
Kim, Kelley and Michele Lachance
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Fw: Aug. 6, 2013 BoS hearing item #27

Cytasha Campa  to:
BOS_Legislative Assistants, cr_board_clerk 
Clerk Recorder

08/05/2013 08:12 AM

Kindest regards,

Cytasha Campa
Board Secretary

Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo County

805-781-4335

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 08/05/2013 08:12 AM -----

From: Sally K Simonelli <sparrowranch@gmail.com>
To: ccampa@co.slo.ca.us
Date: 08/04/2013 07:43 PM
Subject: Aug. 6, 2013 BoS hearing item #27

I live on Almond Drive in Templeton.  I am very concerned with the issue of the wells around us 

going dry, and we cannot afford to live here if we have to buy water.  

I think that it is only fair to allocate well "votes" according to the number of owners per 

property, vs. the amount of land that is owned.  I also think we desperately need emergency 

measures put in place to help stop the new vineyards going in, along with financial help for the 

people who are having to drill new wells just so they can still live on their own property.

S.K. Simonelli
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Fw: August 6, 2013 BoS meeting. Agenda item #27
Cytasha Campa  to: cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder 08/05/2013 08:13 AM

Kindest regards,

Cytasha Campa
Board Secretary

Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo County

805-781-4335

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 08/05/2013 08:13 AM -----

From: Ellen Frost <elfnotes@hotmail.com>
To: "darnold@co.slo.ca.us" <darnold@co.slo.ca.us>, "fmecham@co.slo.ca.us" 

<fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>, "ahill@co.slo.ca.us" <ahill@co.slo.ca.us>, "bgibson@co.slo.ca.us" 
<bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>, "ccampa@co.slo.ca.us" <ccampa@co.slo.ca.us>

Cc: "elainehagen@att.net" <elainehagen@att.net>, 01 Bill 01 Frost <bill_frost@sbcglobal.net>
Date: 08/04/2013 10:24 AM
Subject: August 6, 2013 BoS meeting.  Agenda item #27

Dear Supervisors and Board Secretary,
 
I am unable to attend the August 6th Supervisors' meeting but I am vitally concerned with item 
27.  I urge you not to postpone taking some action to protect our water basin.  As a resident 
who depends on well water to continue living in my home, I am frightened by the continuing 
profligate use of water by all parties.  My single residence literally uses a "drop in the bucket" 
compared to the thousands of acres of new vineyards or the large multi-use developments 
being proposed, but we all need to join together to conserve what water is left in our 
underground basin.  I am already doing what I can to save water, because the alternative would 
be losing my home but more is needed to regulate and/or delay huge water-using 
developments.

 
I am concerned by what I hear from neighbors and friends and I think there may be a deliberate 
campaign of misinformation threatening immediate well monitoring and restricted water 
usage.  As Supervisors and community leaders you need to actively reassure the public that you 
are not poised to take Draconian action to keep farmers from watering their crops or single 
residences from being built.  But it would be wrong to delay taking any action at all.  Please 
consider temporary measures to evaluate new projects involving multiple deep wells and 
holding basins.  All parties could benefit from a county water district to protect our water 
reserves, but the representation suggested by PRAAGS, based on land ownership, benefits only 
the huge business interests and ignores the real plight of single residents and small vineyards 
with limited financial resources and water.  
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We elected our Supervisors to be leaders and activists in protecting the interests of all county 
constituents.  Taking no action at this point will send a message to residents that our county 
government is not willing to show leadership on this problem.  If you take temporary action to 
develop guidelines, the regulations can be modified and improved as needed.  If you delay, you 
will not be helping at all and you will be sending an implicit message to business interests to 
develop everything NOW before there is a water district or other controlling measures.  

Please don't turn your backs on us.

Ellen Frost
Rancho Los Venados
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Fw: August 6, 2013 BoS hearing item #27
Cytasha Campa  to: cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder 08/05/2013 08:19 AM

Kindest regards,

Cytasha Campa
Board Secretary

Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo County

805-781-4335

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 08/05/2013 08:19 AM -----

From: Ellen Frost <elfnotes@hotmail.com>
To: "darnold@co.slo.ca.us" <darnold@co.slo.ca.us>, "fmecham@co.slo.ca.us" 

<fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>, "ahill@co.slo.ca.us" <ahill@co.slo.ca.us>, "bgibson@co.slo.ca.us" 
<bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>, "ccampa@co.slo.ca.us" <ccampa@co.slo.ca.us>

Date: 08/04/2013 09:52 AM
Subject: August 6, 2013 BoS hearing item #27

Dear Supervisors and Board Secretary,  

Please read the letter below in reference to item 27.  I urge you to move forward on a 
temporary emergency measure to limit new projects requiring high water use.  Delaying any 
action does not serve your constituents and temporary measures can be corrected if they are 
not effective.
 
  
This letter is in response to Tribune Viewpoint, July 21, 2013 by Mr. Jerry Reaugh, and contains 

the text not modified by the Tribune in the published response, as well as the text redacted to 

conform to the Tribune's limitation of 200 words per article.

 

Mr. Reaugh effectively summarizes many of the problems facing the Paso Robles Groundwater 

Basin,  

and proposes, per the current consensus, that some sort of a governing water district is necessary. 

However, his statement that PRAAGS has determined a California Water District is best suited 

to meet the needs of all basin users is both self-serving and offensive to the over 6,000 rural 

residences in the basin which are entirely dependent upon individual water wells. If the basic 

structure of a California Water District requires, as Mr. Reaugh states, 'voting proportional to 

landownership', then this construct is inherently unsuited to the current population distribution 

within the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin.

The California Water District appears to be an archaic concept which is based on a strictly 
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agricultural economy which, since the 1940's, has been obsoleted by the 'home in the country” 

reality.

 

 In the Basin, the typical rural residence is situated on a two to ten acre parcel with either one or 

two dwellings per parcel; each parcel or residence must be provided fair representation 

according to Water Code 106 which prioritizes domestic use of water. One possible solution to 

effect the priority would be to  initially allocate available water on a per-parcel or per-dwelling 

basis and, once the basic allocation is satisfied, the remainder is then available for agriculture or 

other uses. Using the accepted value of three homes per acre-foot per year, these approximately 

6000 rural residences would utilize about 2000 acre-feet per year, a small fraction of the nominal 

yield of 97,000 acre-feet expected from the Basin.      

 

A genuinely balanced approach which satisfies the needs of all parties, within resource 

constraints, should be the primary goal of water allocation within the Basin. Clearly, some sort 

of a Water District, legislated in California, is indicated, but it may not be a California Water 

District per Mr. Reaugh's definition. 

 

In the distant future, water will probably be recognized as a utility and metered like electricity 

and gas.

 

William M. Frost

Paso Robles
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Fw: Water Crisis in PR Groundwater Basin  - Rowland letter
Cytasha Campa  to: cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder 08/05/2013 08:22 AM

Kindest regards,

Cytasha Campa
Board Secretary

Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo County

805-781-4335

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 08/05/2013 08:21 AM -----

From: Carol Rowland <crowland@wildblue.net>
To: Frank Mecham <fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>, Adam Hill <ahill@co.slo.ca.us>, Bruce Gibson 

<bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>, Debbie Arnold <darnold@co.slo.ca.us>, BOS secretary 
<ccampa@co.slo.ca.us>

Date: 08/02/2013 08:02 PM
Subject: Fwd: Water Crisis in PR Groundwater Basin - Rowland letter

Begin forwarded message:

From: Carol Rowland <crowland@onemain.com>

Date: August 2, 2013 7:41:24 PM PDT

To: BoardOfSups@co.slo.ca.us

Subject: Water Crisis in PR Groundwater Basin - Rowland letter

To the Board of Supervisors,

RE the Water Crisis in the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin

Dated 8/2/13

My husband and I live in the Creston area on O'Donovan road.

I wrote to the Board of Supervisors on 5/7/13 when we first noticed our well was 

recovering very slowly.  Here 

are some well statistics, not included in the previous letter:

Our well was 90' when the house was purchased in 1974.

At that time it tested at 10 gal/minute.

In 1993 the static water level was at 38'.

In 2002 the static water level was at 78'

Today our pump is set at close to 80'

Through all the drought years since 1974, our well has been sufficient, until this 

year.

At this time a lot of grapes have been planted between us and the town of Creston.

Also another large area is being prepared for even more grapes.

In addition, there is a horse ranch between us and Creston, and when I drive by in 
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the daytime, I see overhead sprinklers going.

Following are some thoughts based on my letter in May:

In May of this year, we became alarmed when we saw that our well was very slow to 

recover the water we used in a day. 

It took about 6 hours to replace the water in the tank.  The time between the pump 

turning off and turning back on was 10 min, and when it ran, it only ran for 75 

seconds, with a very slow inflow. This indicated that the only water we were getting 

was water that was slowly seeping into the well. 

We don't know if we will have enough water to make it through the summer.

My husband is in his 80's and I am in my 70s.  

Our only real asset is our home here in Creston.  We are living on a modest fixed 

income.  We are paying off a mortgage. 

 

We used to have a pond that we could pump into every day in the summer to keep it 

fresh and full, a lovely lawn, and plenty of water for our house needs and gardens.  

We haven't had the pond for several years now, and we have let our lawns die.  We 

also let most of our landscaping die and have only a very small garden area.  We 

have cut back in our water use for the house.  Still, our water recovery time is very 

slow.  

 

This has created a crisis for us and puts us in a bind financially.

We cannot live here without water.

Hauling water is very expensive - and not necessarily potable.

We cannot count on selling our home, because who would buy it without a good 

well?

To stay here OR to sell, we would need a new well.  

We would have to take out a loan to drill a new well.  

Then we would be paying off a mortgage as well as a loan for the new well.  

 

We are not pumping thousands of gallons out of the aquifer to grow grapes or 

sustain a horse ranch.  It seems unjust that with all our conservation measures, we 

should be made to pay for a problem we did not create.  With all the money the 

vineyards are bringing in for the county, will any of it be used to pay for those of us 

who now need to drill a new well?  

 

Our fervent hope is that in dealing with the water crisis, you remember the long-term 

residents and consider our needs. 

Please put some emergency measures in place while there is still time.  It is already 

too late for some.

 

Sincerely,

Harold and Carol Rowland

O'Donovan Road

Creston, CA  93432

Please do not release our email address.
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Fw: Please support Urgency Ordinances Now !
Cytasha Campa  to: cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder 08/05/2013 08:20 AM

Kindest regards,

Cytasha Campa
Board Secretary

Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo County

805-781-4335

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 08/05/2013 08:20 AM -----

From: Carol Rowland <crowland@wildblue.net>
To: BOS secretary <ccampa@co.slo.ca.us>, Board of Supervisors <BoardOfSups@co.slo.ca.us>, 

Frank Mecham Mecham <fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>, Adam Hill <ahill@co.slo.ca.us>, Bruce Gibson 
Gibson <bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>, Debbie Arnold Arnold <darnold@co.slo.ca.us>

Date: 08/04/2013 07:15 AM
Subject: Please support Urgency Ordinances Now!

Please excuse my sending this letter again, but I want to add the sentence below:

Updated 8/4/13 to include this sentence.  Re #27 of the August 6th Board of Supervisors meeting - 
Please support Urgency Ordinances Now!  

From: Carol Rowland <crowland@onemain.com>

Date: August 2, 2013 7:41:24 PM PDT

To: BoardOfSups@co.slo.ca.us

Subject: Water Crisis in PR Groundwater Basin - Rowland letter

To the Board of Supervisors,

RE the Water Crisis in the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin

Dated 8/2/13
Updated 8/4/13 to include this sentence.  Re #27 of the August 6th Board of Supervisors meeting - 
Please support Urgency Ordinances Now!  

My husband and I live in the Creston area on O'Donovan road.

I wrote to the Board of Supervisors on 5/7/13 when we first noticed our well was 

recovering very slowly.  Here 

are some well statistics, not included in the previous letter:

Our well was 90' when the house was purchased in 1974.

At that time it tested at 10 gal/minute.

In 1993 the static water level was at 38'.

In 2002 the static water level was at 78'

Today our pump is set at close to 80'

Through all the drought years since 1974, our well has been sufficient, until this 

year.
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At this time a lot of grapes have been planted between us and the town of Creston.

Also another large area is being prepared for even more grapes.

In addition, there is a horse ranch between us and Creston, and when I drive by in 

the daytime, I see overhead sprinklers going.

Following are some thoughts based on my letter in May:

In May of this year, we became alarmed when we saw that our well was very slow to 

recover the water we used in a day. 

It took about 6 hours to replace the water in the tank.  The time between the pump 

turning off and turning back on was 10 min, and when it ran, it only ran for 75 

seconds, with a very slow inflow. This indicated that the only water we were getting 

was water that was slowly seeping into the well. 

We don't know if we will have enough water to make it through the summer.

My husband is in his 80's and I am in my 70s.  

Our only real asset is our home here in Creston.  We are living on a modest fixed 

income.  We are paying off a mortgage. 

 

We used to have a pond that we could pump into every day in the summer to keep it 

fresh and full, a lovely lawn, and plenty of water for our house needs and gardens.  

We haven't had the pond for several years now, and we have let our lawns die.  We 

also let most of our landscaping die and have only a very small garden area.  We 

have cut back in our water use for the house.  Still, our water recovery time is very 

slow.  

 

This has created a crisis for us and puts us in a bind financially.

We cannot live here without water.

Hauling water is very expensive - and not necessarily potable.

We cannot count on selling our home, because who would buy it without a good 

well?

To stay here OR to sell, we would need a new well.  

We would have to take out a loan to drill a new well.  

Then we would be paying off a mortgage as well as a loan for the new well.  

 

We are not pumping thousands of gallons out of the aquifer to grow grapes or 

sustain a horse ranch.  It seems unjust that with all our conservation measures, we 

should be made to pay for a problem we did not create.  With all the money the 

vineyards are bringing in for the county, will any of it be used to pay for those of us 

who now need to drill a new well?  

 

Our fervent hope is that in dealing with the water crisis, you remember the long-term 

residents and consider our needs. 

Please put some emergency measures in place while there is still time.  It is already 

too late for some.

 

Sincerely,

Harold and Carol Rowland
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O'Donovan Road

Creston, CA  93432

Please do not release our email address.
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Fw: August 6, 2013 BoS hearing item #27
Cytasha Campa  to: cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder 08/05/2013 08:22 AM

Kindest regards,

Cytasha Campa
Board Secretary

Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo County

805-781-4335

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 08/05/2013 08:22 AM -----

From: Jolesnanik@aol.com
To: darnold@co.slo.ca.us, fmecham@co.slo.ca.us, ahill@co.slo.ca.us, bgibson@co.slo.ca.us, 

ccampa@co.slo.ca.us
Date: 08/02/2013 05:12 PM
Subject: August 6, 2013 BoS hearing item #27

My name is Jim Olesnanik.  I live in rural Templeton off South El Pomar, just south of El Pomar.  About 
five years ago four of my neighbors and I had to replace our wells because our existing wells went dry.  I 
had only lived hear about five years at the time, coming from the Bay Area, and thought our problems 
with water were an unfortunate circumstance of living in the country.  I was wrong.  
 
What I know now is that the county has been monitoring the water situation in the Paso Water Basin for 
years, with reports that the county had knowledge that the basin water levels, at least in some parts, was 
dropping as early as 1981.  The county and the BoS were obviously aware of the significant role the Paso 
Water Basin played in the growth and stability of the area.  I'm sure that is why they were monitoring it.  
But monitoring the water levels serves no purpose unless there exists a plan of action in the event the 
water levels reach a certain specified and predetermined level.  No such "trigger points" were ever 
established.....you simply kept monitoring.
 
As Supervisor Mecham pointed out in his article, published in the Tribune on August 1, 2013, the county 
has grown significantly in population and agriculture over the years. With that growth comes a significant 
growth in the use of the water in the basin.  But you simply kept monitoring.
 
Mr. Mecham addressed the 2003 Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Study, in which he was a participant.  
That study concluded that the key to future water supplies for Paso Robles was the Nacimiento Water 
Project.  While the pipe has been laid.......the project has yet to be completed.  Additionally, that study 
also outlined the areas of concern in the basin...."Estrella and El Pomar".  Still you just kept on 
monitoring.
 
In 2006 the county initiated a feasibility study for water banking.......but it went nowhere!!  But you kept 
monitoring.
 
While construction projects were approved and agriculture interests were catered to you simply 
monitored the situation.  
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In case it is not obvious, I don't blame the construction industry nor the vineyards or any other business or 
enterprise desirous of growth........I blame you, and those who sat in those seats before you, for the 
situation we presently find ourselves in.  Whether you were asleep at the wheel or had another agenda all 
together, I can't speculate.  What I can say is that you had all the records that indicated that we were 
headed into, as Mr. Mecham put it, "a perfect storm".  But it is a perfect storm that you created.  There 
shouldn't be one rural home owner that should have to pay for a new well.  You knew the water levels 
(100 feet in the last 10 years) and you did nothing (and are still doing nothing) to abate it.
 
The appearance to me is that all of you are sitting back waiting for someone else to take the lead and 
force a resolution in one direction of another.  In that manner you don't have to take any responsibility for 
the direction this matter takes us.
 
I may be right on the money with my comments and I may have some wrong, but this is how I feel and 
what I interpret from the information I have reviewed.  In any case I ask you please, don't take us any 
further down this path of destruction.  Join together and present a unified front.  Put the political posturing 
aside and do what is right for the people of the county. Agriculture is going to continue to do well in the 
county.  We simply need their cooperation to slow the drain on the basin until more permanent fixes can 
be put in place.
 
Thank you,
 
Jim Olesnanik
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Fw: Aug 6 Supervisors Meeting Comment

Board of Supervisors   to:
BOS_Legislative Assistants, 
cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder

08/05/2013 08:30 AM

Sent by: Cytasha Campa

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 08/05/2013 08:30 AM -----

From: "G.R. Hensley" <g.r.hensley@sbcglobal.net>
To: "Boardofsups@co.slo.ca.us" <Boardofsups@co.slo.ca.us>
Date: 08/04/2013 12:55 PM
Subject: Aug 6 Supervisors Meeting Comment

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

Gordon R. Hensley, San Luis Obispo COASTKEEPER
®

Environment in the Public Interest

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

 

email: coastkeeper@epicenteronline.org

 

         

 

www.Epicenteronline.org

 

Download free SWIM GUIDE APP for up-to-date beach/river water quality info:
http://www.theswimguide.org/

 

 

13.08.06 Paso Basin Ord.BoS .PDF13.08.06 Paso Basin Ord.BoS .PDF
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To: BOS_Legislative Assistants, cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder/ClerkRec/COSLO@Wings, 

Cc:

Bcc:

Subject: Fw: Contact Us (response #2382)
From: Board of Supervisors/BOS/COSLO - Monday 08/05/2013 08:31 AM

Sent by: Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 08/05/2013 08:31 AM -----

From: "Internet Webmaster" <webmaster@co.slo.ca.us>
To: "BoardOfSups@co.slo.ca.us" <BoardOfSups@co.slo.ca.us>
Date: 08/02/2013 07:44 PM
Subject: Contact Us (response #2382)

Contact Us (response # 2382)

Survey Information

Site: County of SLO

Page Title: Contact Us

URL:
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/bos/BOSContactUs.ht
m

Submission 
Time/Date:

8/2/2013 7:44:12 PM

Survey Response

Name: T.R. and Susan Maxwell

Telephone Number:

Email address: smaxwell4371@gmail.com

Comments or 
questions (8,192 
characters max):

We have lived in our rural Templeton home since 
1984, and have seen many changes over the years. 
For the most part these changes have been 
positive. This changed recently with the very large 
vineyard development at the Creston Road/South El 
Pomar intersection. There are hundreds of acres 
being planted, miles of ten inch water line waiting to 
be installed and a large above ground pond being 
completed. The depletion of the groundwater basin 
has become fact. Our hope is that the Board of 
Supervisors will find a fair and balanced solution, 
equitable for small acreages and large agricultural 
interests alike. Many of the agribusinesses are a 
part of large corporations and have deep pockets. 
Not so for a lot of the rural residents whose homes 
represent a lifetime of investment and work. Thank 
you.

Agenda Item Number: 27 
Meeting Date: August 6, 2013 

Presented By: T.R. and Susan Maxwell 
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Fw: Another dry well in El Pomar area

Cytasha Campa  to:
BOS_Legislative Assistants, cr_board_clerk 
Clerk Recorder

08/05/2013 10:00 AM

Kindest regards,

Cytasha Campa
Board Secretary

Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo County

805-781-4335

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 08/05/2013 10:00 AM -----

From: Daniella Sapriel <daniella@hummingbirdhouse.org>
To: darnold@co.slo.ca.us, fmecham@co.slo.ca.us, ahill@co.slo.ca.us, bgibson@co.slo.ca.us
Cc: ccampa@co.slo.ca.us, BoardofSups@co.slo.ca.us
Date: 08/05/2013 09:47 AM
Subject: Another dry well in El Pomar area

Dear Ms. Campa,

 Please have the attached letter put in the public record for 

tomorrow's meeting re agenda item #27 (emergency water ordinance). Thank you.  

I am sending this letter on behalf of my neighbor, Billie L. Parks.  She is an 

83-year old widow, and she does not have email.  She has authorized me to send 

this letter by email on her behalf.  

(Let me know if you cannot open the attachment).

Billie.docBillie.doc

Agenda Item Number: 27 
Meeting Date: August 6, 2013 

Presented By: Daniella Sapriel on bahalf of Billie Parks 
Rec'd prior to the meeting & posted on: August 5, 2013 
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To:  Supervisors Debbie Arnold, Franck Mecham, Bruce Gibson and Adam Hill 
 
From:  Billie L. Parks,  Templeton, CA 93465 
 
Dear Supervisors Arnold, Mecham, Gibson and Hill, 
 
 My well went dry Saturday August 3, 2013, after a month or so of problems that I 
tried to solve by having my pump adjusted and cutting back usage.  I own 11.8 acres in 
Templeton, across the road from the thousands of new plantings that went in what was 
previously dry-farmed acreage.   
 
 My well was at 269 feet.  The new vineyards have monster pumps that I can hear  
run all night.  I am adjacent to Pomar Junction and another vineyard.  I continue to see 
new plantings, despite the problems that everyone in my neighborhood is having with 
their wells.  These new plantings have to stop.  Even if I drill a new well we can’t drill our 
way out of this problem.  After a certain point, the water just isn’t going to be there.  And 
what comes from the deep wells smells terrible.  I have let my landscaping die.   
 
 I am a widow.  I am 83 years old.  My property is free and clear.  It was supposed 
to be my and my late husband’s legacy to our children.  Now my children tell me maybe 
I should sell and get out.  Where can I go?  How can I sell a property in an area which is 
being pumped dry?  The same corporations who are doing this here did the same thing 
in Kern County.  They planted thousands of acres of vineyards.  When the vineyards 
went dry they just pulled out and moved on.  Is that what we want for Paso?   
 
 I am writing to add my voice to those calling for emergency measures to be 
taken.  I have lost faith in our Board and our elected officials.  It seems that money 
speaks louder than people.  Is that the kind of County we want to become? 
 
Billie L. Parks 

 
Templeton, CA 93465 

Agenda Item Number: 27 
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Presented By: Daniella Sapriel on bahalf of Billie Parks 
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Fw: August 6, 2013 BoS hearing item #27

Cytasha Campa  to:
BOS_Legislative Assistants, cr_board_clerk 
Clerk Recorder

08/05/2013 10:36 AM

Kindest regards,

Cytasha Campa
Board Secretary

Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo County

805-781-4335

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 08/05/2013 10:36 AM -----

From: LJTORNQUIST@aol.com
To: darnold@co.slo.ca.us, fmecham@co.slo.ca.us, ahill@co.slo.ca.us, bgibson@co.slo.ca.us
Cc: ccampa@co.slo.ca.us
Date: 08/05/2013 10:34 AM
Subject: August 6, 2013 BoS hearing item #27

Board of Supervisors

Regarding August 6, 2013 BoS hearing item #27

 

We will not be unable to attend the meeting on August 6
th

; however, we would like to be heard. 

We are asking for a temporary moratorium on all new water uses for production agriculture until 

a solution that is fair to all can be determined.   Again, sharing our concerns for above ground 

ponds & reservoirs. We are also asking for metering, monitoring and reporting of water use on 

all wells used for production agriculture and commercial. This will help provide more accurate 

records of water utilization.
 

Thank you for your consideration and for representing our voices in the community. 

 

Respectfully,

 

Lyle & Janet Tornquist

El Pomar Drive

Templeton
 

 

Agenda Item Number: 27 
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Presented By: Lyle & Janet Tornquist 
Rec'd prior to the meeting & posted on: August 5, 2013 
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Fw: Urgency Ordinance for Paso Robles Groundwater Basin

Board of Supervisors   to:
BOS_Legislative Assistants, 
cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder

08/05/2013 10:43 AM

Sent by: Cytasha Campa

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 08/05/2013 10:42 AM -----

From: Charles Kleemann <chazkleemann@gmail.com>
To: SLO BOS <boardofsups@co.slo.ca.us>
Date: 08/05/2013 10:42 AM
Subject: Urgency Ordinance for Paso Robles Groundwater Basin

Thanks for considering the attached comments regarding this agenda item.

8.5.13BOS PasoBasin.pdf8.5.13BOS PasoBasin.pdf

Agenda Item Number: 27 
Meeting Date: August 6, 2013 

Presented By: Charles Kleemann 
Rec'd prior to the meeting & posted on: August 5, 2013 
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August 5, 2013

To: San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors

Re: August 6, 2013 Agenda Item 27 - Urgency Ordinance for Paso Robles Groundwater Basin

Honorable Board Members,

As a rural resident living in an area with limited water resources (Calf Canyon Rd. at the Salinas River), I 

support your efforts to achieve realistic, workable solutions to a problem that will undermine future 

livability, and ultimately our local economy, if not addressed appropriately.  Although the action your 

board took in 2012 to restrict rural subdivisions and lot splits was a step in the right direction, effective 

action will need to reach beyond residential users.  

While your board may have limited tools available to develop an Urgency Ordinance for the Paso Robles 

Groundwater Basin, I urge you to implement all available land use policy tools to place immediate 

restrictions on the largest users.  If 4% of the total acreage overlying the basin is using more than 80% of 

the water resources, it would seem obvious that this situation MUST be brought into balance for there to 

be any hope of restoring the basin to yield amounts sustainable into the future.  Residential users have and 

will continue to endure hardship, but even the total elimination of residential users from the basin would 

not appreciably contribute to achieving the needed balance.  As you develop this interim ordinance, please 

consider: 

• The magnitude of the problem is far greater than voluntary conservation measures will remedy.

• Living within our means (not using more resources than we have) is not only a valid perspective, but 

potentially the only truly reliable option. 

• Delivery of new supply sources will take time, be expensive, and come with no guarantee of future 

reliability. 

• Drilling new, deeper wells provides no guarantee of future reliability.  

• Borrowing money to drill a new well unfairly saddles individuals not responsible for creating the 

problem with long term debt.  

• Creating an allocation system for new wells.  

• Requiring discretionary permits for new irrigated agricultural uses in the basin.

• Is permitting of all crop types treated equally?  Should nearly all of a quickly diminishing resource  

essential to life (water) be increasingly used to irrigate crops non-essential to life?      

• Requiring flowmeters and water use reporting on all irrigated agricultural uses (and possibly all uses 

with consumption required to fall within pre-determined values for specific uses).   

• Making ongoing, affordable potable water sources available for trucking water to homes whose wells 

have gone dry.  

• Directing staff to prioritize development of a groundwater management structure that IS fair to all.  

Respectfully,

Charles Kleemann

Rural Santa Margarita

Agenda Item Number: 27 
Meeting Date: August 6, 2013 

Presented By: Charles Kleemann 
Rec'd prior to the meeting & posted on: August 5, 2013 
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Fw: Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Options

Board of Supervisors   to:
BOS_Legislative Assistants, 
cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder

08/05/2013 10:45 AM

Sent by: Cytasha Campa

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 08/05/2013 10:45 AM -----

From: danrlloyd@yahoo.com
To: "boardofsups@co.slo.ca.us" <boardofsups@co.slo.ca.us>
Date: 08/05/2013 09:48 AM
Subject: Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Options

Dear Board Members;

Attached is a letter outlining my concerns and comments regarding the proposed 
options for your consideration.  If you have any questions regarding my thoughts, 
please don't hesitate to call me.

Sincerely.

Dan Lloyd

ghj.pdfghj.pdf
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Agenda correspondence for Aug  6th
Cytasha Campa  to: cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder 08/05/2013 10:38 AM

doc20130805110712.pdfdoc20130805110712.pdf  doc20130805105841.pdfdoc20130805105841.pdf

Kindest regards,

Cytasha Campa
Board Secretary

Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo County

805-781-4335
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Coorespondence Aug 6 agenda
Fran Zohns  to: cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder 08/05/2013 10:46 AM

doc20130805114304.pdfdoc20130805114304.pdf

Fran Zohns
Board of Supervisors
San Luis Obispo County
(805)781-5450
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Fran Zohns
Board of Supervisors
San Luis Obispo County
(805)781-5450
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Fw: August 6, 2013 BoS hearing item #27
Cytasha Campa  to: cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder 08/05/2013 11:12 AM

Kindest regards,

Cytasha Campa
Board Secretary

Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo County

805-781-4335

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 08/05/2013 11:11 AM -----

From: Jan Seals <jan_seals@sbcglobal.net>
To: "bgibson@co.slo.ca.us" <bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>, "darnold@co.slo.ca.us" <darnold@co.slo.ca.us>, 

"ahill@co.slo.ca.us" <ahill@co.slo.ca.us>, "fmecham@co.slo.ca.us" <fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>
Cc: "ccampa@co.slo.ca.us" <ccampa@co.slo.ca.us>
Date: 08/02/2013 04:23 PM
Subject: August 6, 2013 BoS hearing item #27

Dear Chairman Gibson & Supervisors,
 
7,037%!  In 40 years the acreage planted in wine grapes in SLO County has exploded 
by 7,037%! And it just keeps growing . . . and growing . . . and growing. Attached please 
find data on the over-expansion of the vineyards compared to the population growth in 
the county. 
 
The Paso Robles Groundwater Basin is already in overdraft, yet irresponsible vineyard 
owners are continuing to plant, exacerbating our water crisis. Our most precious 
resource is finite. I implore you to pass an Urgency Ordinance to stop this planting 
frenzy and help save our groundwater basin. You cannot allow the unbridled planting to 
continue, or we will become another dust bowl--a dust bowl made by some irresponsible 
vineyard owners.
 
This water belongs to all of us. 
 
Respectfully,
Jan Seals

Rural Resident, District Population.vineyard growth  PDF.pdfPopulation.vineyard growth  PDF.pdf grape vs population growth.pdfgrape vs population growth.pdf

grape vs population growth by%.pdfgrape vs population growth by%.pdf
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Growth of Acreage in Wine Grapes vs. Population Growth in SLO County

Data from: The Tribune “Wine and water: Deep trouble in 

the North County”, June 16, 2013

Data from: the US Census Bureau Data from: prcity.com/government/departments/

commdev/housing/demographics

These dates are as close to the Tribune dates as the 

data provided.

Data from: County  of San Luis Obispo:  The Land Use and 

Circulation Elements of the San Luis Obispo County General Plan. 

El Pomar-Estella Planning Area, Revised October 14, 2009

These dates are as close to the Tribune dates as the data provided.
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Growth of Acreage in Wine Grapes vs. Population Growth in SLO County: by Percentage
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See data sources on graphs “Growth of acreage in Wine Grapes vs Population Growth in SLO County”
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